
Please do not discontinue regulating the pricing of telecom carriers with 
respect to digital subcriber lines (DSL).  Because telecom 
companies function largely like utilities with respect to their lines, 
customers usually have only one choice when choosing hard-wired 
telephone service, and therefore one choice when choosing who their 
carrier is for broadband access.  While consumers may indeed be able 
to choose intermediate ISPs whose pricing from the telecom companies 
is regulated now, deregulating the pricing would allow the larger 
companies who own the lines to disintermediate the ISPs, thereby 
really forcing one choice for DSL broadband for a customer in a 
particular area. 
 
This occurs now with cable broadband and cable companies usually have 
no local competitors for cable service or their derivative broadband 
services.  Customers who want cable broadband are forced to use one 
carrier at one carrier's pricing. 
 
The current DSL pricing regulation model allows consumers more than 
one choice for ISPs and that should continue. 


